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2021 
Bavelaar H, Justesen US, Morris TE, Anderson B, Copsey-Mawer S, Stubhaug TT, Kahlmeter G, 
Matuschek E. Development of a EUCAST disk diffusion method for the susceptibility testing of rapidly 
growing anaerobic bacteria using Fastidious Anaerobe Agar (FAA): a development study using 
Bacteroides species. Clin Microbiol Infect. 2021 Nov;27(11):1695.e1-1695.e6. 
https://www.clinicalmicrobiologyandinfection.com/article/S1198-743X(21)00163-4/fulltext 

Estaleva CEL, Zimba TF, Sekyere JO, Govinden U, Chenia HY, Simonsen GS, Haldorsen B, Essack SY, 
Sundsfjord A. High prevalence of multidrug resistant ESBL- and plasmid mediated AmpC-producing 
clinical isolates of Escherichia coli at Maputo Central Hospital, Mozambique. BMC Infect Dis. 2021 Jan 
6;21(1):16. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7789290/ 

Flatby HM, Rasheed H, Ravi A, Thomas LF, Liyanarachi KV, Afset JE, DeWan AT, Brumpton BM, Hveem 
K, Åsvold BO, Simonsen GS, Furberg AS, Damås JK, Solligård E, Rogne T. Risk of lower respiratory tract 
infections: a genome-wide association study with Mendelian randomization analysis in three 
independent European populations. Clin Microbiol Infect. 2021 Nov 9:S1198-743X(21)00631-5. 
https://www.clinicalmicrobiologyandinfection.com/article/S1198-743X(21)00631-5/fulltext 

Fostervold A, Hetland MAK, Bakksjø R, Bernhoff E, Holt KE, Samuelsen Ø, Simonsen GS, Sundsfjord A, 
Wyres KL, Löhr IH; Norwegian Study Group on Klebsiella pneumoniae. A nationwide genomic study of 
clinical Klebsiella pneumoniae in Norway 2001-15: introduction and spread of ESBLs facilitated by 
clonal groups CG15 and CG307. J Antimicrob Chemother. 2022 Feb 23;77(3):665-674. 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8865009/ 

Gagliotti C, Högberg LD, Billström H, Eckmanns T, Giske CG, Heuer OE, Jarlier V, Kahlmeter G, Lo Fo 
Wong D, Monen J, Murchan S, Simonsen GS, Šubelj M, Andrašević AT, Żabicka D, Žemličková H, 
Monnet DL; EARS-Net study group participants. Staphylococcus aureus bloodstream infections: 
diverging trends of meticillin-resistant and meticillin-susceptible isolates, EU/EEA, 2005 to 2018. Euro 
Surveill. 2021 Nov;26(46):2002094. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8603406/ 

Gladstone RA, McNally A, Pöntinen AK, Tonkin-Hill G, Lees JA, Skytén K, Cléon F, Christensen MOK, 
Haldorsen BC, Bye KK, Gammelsrud KW, Hjetland R, Kümmel A, Larsen HE, Lindemann PC, Löhr IH, 
Marvik Å, Nilsen E, Noer MT, Simonsen GS, Steinbakk M, Tofteland S, Vattøy M, Bentley SD, Croucher 
NJ, Parkhill J, Johnsen PJ, Samuelsen Ø, Corander J. Emergence and dissemination of antimicrobial 
resistance in Escherichia coli causing bloodstream infections in Norway in 2002–17: a nationwide, 
longitudinal, microbial population genomic study. The Lancet Microbe Volume 2, Issue 7, July 2021, 
Pages e331-e341. https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanmic/article/PIIS2666-5247(21)00031-
8/fulltext 

Phiri AFND, Abia ALK, Amoako DG, Mkakosya R, Sundsfjord A, Essack SY, Simonsen GS. Burden, 
Antibiotic Resistance, and Clonality of Shigella spp. Implicated in Community-Acquired Acute 
Diarrhoea in Lilongwe, Malawi. Trop Med Infect Dis. 2021 Apr 28;6(2):63. 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8167763/ 

Sanabria AM, Janice J, Hjerde E, Simonsen GS, Hanssen AM. Shotgun-metagenomics based prediction 
of antibiotic resistance and virulence determinants in Staphylococcus aureus from periprosthetic 
tissue on blood culture bottles. Sci Rep. 2021 Oct 21;11(1):20848. 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8531021/ 
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Stensen DB, Småbrekke L, Olsen K, Grimnes G, Nielsen CS, Sollid JUE, Simonsen GS, Almås B, Furberg 
AS. Circulating sex-steroids and Staphylococcus aureus nasal carriage in a general female population. 
Eur J Endocrinol. 2021 Feb;184(2):337-346. 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7849480/ 

Thaulow CM, Lindemann PC, Klingenberg C, Berild D, Salvesen Blix H, Myklebust TÅ, Harthug S. 
Epidemiology and Antimicrobial Susceptibility of Invasive Bacterial Infections in Children-A 
Population-Based Study From Norway. Pediatr Infect Dis J. 2021 May 1;40(5):403-410. 
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33298760/  

van Hal SJ, Willems RJL, Gouliouris T, Ballard SA, Coque TM, Hammerum AM, Hegstad K, Westh HT, 
Howden BP, Malhotra-Kumar S, Werner G, Yanagihara K, Earl AM, Raven KE, Corander J, Bowden R 
and Enterococcal Group. 2021. The Global dissemination of hospital clones of Enterococcus faecium. 
BMC Genome Medicine 2021;13:52. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8008517/ 

van Hal SJ, Willems RJL, Gouliouris T, Ballard SA, Coque TM, Hammerum AM, Hegstad K, Pinholt M, 
Howden BP, Malhotra-Kumar S, Werner G, Yanagihara K, Earl AM, Raven KE, Corander J, Bowden R; 
Enterococcal Study Group. The interplay between community and hospital Enterococcus faecium 
clones within health-care settings: a genomic analysis. Lancet Microbe. 2022 Feb;3(2):e133-e141. 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8810393/ 

Villmones HC, Halland A, Stenstad T, Ulvestad E, Weedon-Fekjær H, Kommedal Ø. The cultivable 
microbiota of the human distal ileum. Clin Microbiol Infect. 2021 Jun;27(6):912.e7-912.e13. 
https://www.clinicalmicrobiologyandinfection.com/article/S1198-743X(20)30504-8/fulltext 

2020 
Aars NA, Beldo S, Jacobsen BK, Horsch A, Morseth B, Emaus N, Furberg AS, Grimsgaard S. Association 
between objectively measured physical activity and longitudinal changes in body composition in 
adolescents: the Tromsø study fit futures cohort. BMJ Open. 2020 Oct 7;10(10):e036991. 
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/10/10/e036991.long 

Beldo SK, Morseth B, Christoffersen T, Halvorsen PA, Hansen BH, Furberg AS, Ekelund U, Horsch A. 
Prevalence of accelerometer-measured physical activity in adolescents in Fit Futures - part of the 
Tromsø Study. BMC Public Health. 2020 Jul 17;20(1):1127. 
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-020-09171-w 

Faife SL, Zimba T, Sekyere JO, Govinden U, Chenia HY, Simonsen GS, Sundsfjord A, Essack SY. β-
lactam and fluoroquinolone resistance in Enterobacteriaceae from imported and locally-produced 
chicken in Mozambique. J Infect Dev Ctries. 2020 May 31;14(5):471-478. 
https://jidc.org/index.php/journal/article/view/32525833/2252 

Finton MD, Meisal R, Porcellato D, Brandal LT, Lindstedt BA. Whole Genome Sequencing and 
Characterization of Multidrug-Resistant (MDR) Bacterial Strains Isolated From a Norwegian University 
Campus Pond. Front Microbiol. 2020 Jun 17;11:1273. 
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fmicb.2020.01273/full 

Hegstad K, Mylvaganam H, Janice J, Josefsen E, Sivertsen A, Skaare D. Role of horizontal gene 
transfer in the development of multidrug resistance in Haemophilus influenzae. mSphere. 2020 Jan 
29;5(1):e00969-19. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6992377/ 
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Helmersen K, Aamot HV. DNA extraction of microbial DNA directly from infected tissue: an optimized 
protocol for use in nanopore sequencing. Sci Rep. 2020 Feb 19;10(1):2985. 
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-020-59957-6 

Iordanova Schistad E, Kong XY, Furberg AS, Bäckryd E, Grimnes G, Emaus N, Rosseland LA, Gordh T, 
Stubhaug A, Engdahl B, Halvorsen B, Nielsen CS. A population-based study of inflammatory 
mechanisms and pain sensitivity. Pain. 2020 Feb;161(2):338-350. 
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31651577/ 

Kaspersen H, Fiskebeck EZ, Sekse C, Slettemeås JS, Urdahl AM, Norström M, Lagesen K, Simm R. 
Comparative Genome Analyses of Wild Type- and Quinolone Resistant Escherichia coli Indicate 
Dissemination of QREC in the Norwegian Broiler Breeding Pyramid. Front Microbiol. 2020 May 
19;11:938. https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fmicb.2020.00938/full 

Opdal IM, Morseth B, Handegård BH, Lillevoll KR, Nilsen W, Nielsen C, Furberg AS, Rosenbaum S, 
Rognmo K. Is change in mental distress among adolescents predicted by sedentary behaviour or 
screen time? Results from the longitudinal population study The Tromsø Study: Fit Futures. BMJ 
Open. 2020 Feb 12;10(2):e035549. https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/10/2/e035549.long 

Oppegaard O, Skrede S, Mylvaganam H, Kittang BR. Emerging Threat of Antimicrobial Resistance in β-
Hemolytic Streptococci. Front Microbiol. 2020 May 15;11:797. 
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fmicb.2020.00797/full 

Rørtveit G, Simonsen GS. The Primary Care Perspective on the Norwegian National Strategy against 
Antimicrobial Resistance. Antibiotics (Basel). 2020 Sep 19;9(9):622. https://www.mdpi.com/2079-
6382/9/9/622 

Sanabria A, Hjerde E, Johannessen M, Sollid JE, Simonsen GS, Hanssen AM. Shotgun-metagenomics 
on positive blood culture bottles inoculated with prosthetic joint tissue: A proof of concept study. 
Front Microbiol. 2020 Jul 17;11:1687. 
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fmicb.2020.01687/full 

Syre H, Hetland MAK, Bernhoff E, Bollestad M, Grude N, Simonsen GS, Löhr IH. Microbial risk factors 
for treatment failure of pivmecillinam in community-acquired urinary tract infections caused by ESBL-
producing Escherichia coli. APMIS. 2020 Mar;128(3):232-241. 
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31755584/ 
 
Ulvestad E, Kommedal Ø, Simonsen GS, Müller F, Leegaard TM, Löhr IH, Nordbø SA. Norges 
mikrobiologiske utbruddsberedskap er truet. Tidsskr Nor Laegeforen. 2020 Jun 29;140(11). 
https://tidsskriftet.no/2020/06/debatt/norges-mikrobiologiske-utbruddsberedskap-er-truet 

Vorobieva S Jensen V, Furberg AS, Slotved HC, Bazhukova T, Haldorsen B, Caugant DA, Sundsfjord A, 
Valentiner-Branth P, Simonsen GS. Epidemiological and molecular characterization of Streptococcus 
pneumoniae carriage strains in pre-school children in Arkhangelsk, northern European Russia, prior 
to the introduction of conjugate pneumococcal vaccines. BMC Infect Dis. 2020 Apr 15;20(1):279. 
https://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-020-04998-5 
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2019 
Averina M, Brox J, Huber S, Furberg AS, Sørensen M. Serum perfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) and risk 
of asthma and various allergies in adolescents. The Tromsø study Fit Futures in Northern Norway. 
Environ Res. 2019 Feb;169:114-121. 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0013935118305760?via%3Dihub 

Cassini A, Högberg LD, Plachouras D, Quattrocchi A, Hoxha A, Simonsen GS, Colomb-Cotinat M, 
Kretzschmar ME, Devleesschauwer B, Cecchini M, Ouakrim DA, Oliveira TC, Struelens MJ, Suetens C, 
Monnet DL; Burden of AMR Collaborative Group. Attributable deaths and disability-adjusted life-
years caused by infections with antibiotic-resistant bacteria in the EU and the European Economic 
Area in 2015: a population-level modelling analysis. Lancet Infect Dis. 2019 Jan;19(1):56-66. 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6300481/ 

Devold JA, Furberg A-S. Atopic disease in relation to Staphylococcus aureus carriage and spa type 
distribution in a subarctic adult population. Norsk Epidemiologi, Supplement 2019; Volum 28. ISSN 
0803-4206.s 26. 

Dyar OJ, Beović B, Pulcini C, Tacconelli E, Hulscher M, Cookson B; ESCMID generic competencies 
working group. ESCMID generic competencies in antimicrobial prescribing and stewardship: towards 
a European consensus. Clin Microbiol Infect. 2019 Jan;25(1):13-19. 
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30414817/ 

Furberg, A-S, Simonsen, Gunnar Skov. Antibiotikaresistens i Norge i endring. Indremedisineren 2019; 
Volum 11 (1). ISSN 1891-1617.s 26-29. 

Hays JP, Mitsakakis K, Luz S, van Belkum A, Becker K, van den Bruel A, Harbarth S, Rex JH, Simonsen 
GS, Werner G, Di Gregori V, Lüdke G, van Staa T, Moran-Gilad J, Bachmann TT; JPIAMR AMR-RDT 
consortium. The successful uptake and sustainability of rapid infectious disease and antimicrobial 
resistance point-of-care testing requires a complex 'mix-and-match' implementation package. Eur J 
Clin Microbiol Infect Dis. 2019 Jun;38(6):1015-1022. 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6520316/ 

Jarlier V, Diaz Högberg L, Heuer OE, Campos J, Eckmanns T, Giske CG, Grundmann H, Johnson AP, 
Kahlmeter G, Monen J, Pantosti A, Rossolini GM, van de Sande-Bruinsma N, Vatopoulos A, Żabicka D, 
Žemličková H, Monnet DL, Simonsen GS; Ears-Net Participants. Strong correlation between the rates 
of intrinsically antibiotic-resistant species and the rates of acquired resistance in Gram-negative 
species causing bacteraemia, EU/EEA, 2016. Euro Surveill. 2019 Aug;24(33). 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6702794/ 

Karlsen A, Simonsen GS, Olsen Karina, Sollid JUE, Grimnes G, Nielsen CS, Stensen DBB, Furberg A-S. 
Smokeless Tobacco and Carriage of Staphylococcus aureus; The Tromsø Study – Fit Futures 1. Norsk 
Epidemiologi, Supplement 2019; Volum 28. ISSN 0803-4206.s 25. 

Lai, Y, Lim K, Aung KT, Ooi PL. Setting up an integrated antimicrobial resistance surveillance system. 
International Journal of Infectious Diseases 2019;79 (Supplement 1):41. 
https://www.ijidonline.com/article/S1201-9712(18)34692-7/fulltext 
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Littmann J, Simonsen GS. Antimicrobial resistance is a super wicked problem. Tidsskr Nor 
Laegeforen. 2019 Oct 31;139(16). https://tidsskriftet.no/en/2019/11/kronikk/antimicrobial-
resistance-super-wicked-problem 

Peñalva G, Högberg LD, Weist K, Vlahović-Palčevski V, Heuer O, Monnet DL; ESAC-Net Study Group; 
EARS-Net Study Group. Decreasing and stabilising trends of antimicrobial consumption and 
resistance in Escherichia coli and Klebsiella pneumoniae in segmented regression analysis, European 
Union/European Economic Area, 2001 to 2018. Euro Surveill. 2019 Nov;24(46). 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6864974/ 

Saghaug CS, Klotz C, Kallio JP, Brattbakk HR, Stokowy T, Aebischer T, Kursula I, Langeland N, Hanevik 
K. Genetic variation in metronidazole metabolism and oxidative stress pathways in clinical Giardia 
lamblia assemblage A and B isolates. Infect Drug Resist. 2019 May 10;12:1221-1235. 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6519707/ 

Sanabria A, Røkeberg MEO, Johannessen M, Sollid JE, Simonsen GS, Hanssen AM. Culturing 
periprosthetic tissue in BacT/Alert® Virtuo blood culture system leads to improved and faster 
detection of prosthetic joint infections. BMC Infect Dis. 2019 Jul 10;19(1):607. 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6621959/ 

Steffensen A, Müller F, Ingebretsen A, Gammelsrud K. Phenotypic versus genotypic antimicrobial 
resistance in Stenotrophomonas maltophilia. ECCMID 2019 P0913 

Stensen DB, Småbrekke L, Olsen K, Grimnes G, Nielsen CS, Simonsen GS, Sollid JUE, Furberg AS. 
Hormonal contraceptive use and Staphylococcus aureus nasal and throat carriage in a Norwegian 
youth population. PLoS One. 2019 Jul 5;14(7):e0218511. 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6611591/ 

Thaulow CM, Berild D, Blix HS, Brigtsen AK, Myklebust TÅ, Eriksen BH. Can We Optimize Antibiotic 
Use in Norwegian Neonates? A Prospective Comparison Between a University Hospital and a District 
Hospital. Front Pediatr. 2019 Oct 24;7:440. 
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fped.2019.00440/full 

Thaulow CM, Blix HS, Eriksen BH, Ask I, Myklebust TÅ, Berild D. Using a period incidence survey to 
compare antibiotic use in children between a university hospital and a district hospital in a country 
with low antimicrobial resistance: a prospective observational study. BMJ Open. 2019 May 
27;9(5):e027836. https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/9/5/e027836.long 

Thaulow CM, Berild D, Eriksen BH, Myklebust TÅ, Blix HS. Potential for More Rational Use of 
Antibiotics in Hospitalized Children in a Country With Low Resistance: Data From eight Point 
Prevalence Surveys. Pediatr Infect Dis J. 2019 Apr;38(4):384-389. 
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30882728/ 

Ullmann IF, Tunsjø HS, Andreassen M, Nielsen KM, Lund V, Charnock C. Detection of Aminoglycoside 
Resistant Bacteria in Sludge Samples From Norwegian Drinking Water Treatment Plants. Front 
Microbiol. 2019 Mar 13;10:487. https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fmicb.2019.00487/full 

Vandenbroucke-Grauls CMJE, Kahlmeter G, Kluytmans J, Kluytmans-van den Bergh M, Monnet DL, 
Simonsen GS, Skov RL, Wolff Sönksen U, Voss A. The proposed Drug Resistance Index (DRI) is not a 
good measure of antibiotic effectiveness in relation to drug resistance. BMJ Glob Health. 2019 Aug 
21;4(4):e001838. https://gh.bmj.com/content/4/4/e001838.long 
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2018 
Bollestad M, Grude N, Solhaug S, Raffelsberger N, Handal N, Nilsen HS, Romstad MR, Emmert A, 
Tveten Y, Søraas A, Jenum PA, Jenum S, Møller-Stray J, Weme ET, Lindbaek M, Simonsen GS; (the 
Norwegian ESBL UTI study group). Clinical and bacteriological efficacy of pivmecillinam treatment for 
uncomplicated urinary tract infections caused by ESBL-producing Escherichia coli: a prospective, 
multicentre, observational cohort study. J Antimicrob Chemother. 2018 Sep 1;73(9):2503-2509.  
https://academic.oup.com/jac/article-lookup/doi/10.1093/jac/dky230 

Cassini A, Högberg LD, Plachouras D, Quattrocchi A, Hoxha A, Simonsen GS, Colomb-Cotinat M, 
Kretzschmar ME, Devleesschauwer B, Cecchini M, Ouakrim DA, Oliveira TC, Struelens MJ, Suetens C, 
Monnet DL; Burden of AMR Collaborative Group. Attributable deaths and disability-adjusted life-
years caused by infections with antibiotic-resistant bacteria in the EU and the European Economic 
Area in 2015: a population-level modelling analysis. Lancet Infect Dis. 2019 Jan;19(1):56-66. 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6300481/ 

Chirindze LM, Zimba TF, Sekyere JO, Govinden U, Chenia HY, Sundsfjord A, Essack SY, Simonsen GS. 
Faecal colonization of E. coli and Klebsiella spp. producing extended-spectrum beta-lactamases and 
plasmid-mediated AmpC in Mozambican university students. BMC Infect Dis. 2018 May 30;18(1):244. 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5975407/ 

Cowley LA, Petersen FC, Junges R, Jimson D Jimenez M, Morrison DA, Hanage WP. Evolution via 
recombination: Cell-to-cell contact facilitates larger recombination events in Streptococcus 
pneumoniae. PLoS Genet. 2018 Jun 13;14(6):e1007410. 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6016952/ 

Dyar OJ, Nathwani D, Monnet DL, Gyssens IC, Stålsby Lundborg C, Pulcini C; ESGAP Student-PREPARE 
Working Group. Do medical students feel prepared to prescribe antibiotics responsibly? Results from 
a cross-sectional survey in 29 European countries. J Antimicrob Chemother. 2018 Aug 1;73(8):2236-
2242. https://academic.oup.com/jac/article/73/8/2236/4994358 
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5953442/ 

Wagner TM, Janice J, Paganelli FL, Willems RJ, Askarian F, Pedersen T, Top J, de Haas C, van Strijp JA, 
Johannessen M, Hegstad K. Enterococcus faecium TIR-Domain Genes Are Part of a Gene Cluster 
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